
 

South Peninsula Hospital 
Long Term Care 

4300 Bartlett Street 
Homer, AK 99603 

Long Term Care                                                                                                            (907) 235-0233                                                                                                                        

                                 
Dear Resident, Family Member, and/or Legal Representative    February 19, 2021 
 
As you know, the State legislators did not pass an extension of the pandemic emergency declaration.  We have 
yet to know the impact on our state requirements, but we are required to continue following the federal 
regulations regarding COVID-19.   Long term care facilities licensed under CMS remain required to check 
county positivity rates, among other strict criteria.  The good news for all of us living here is that the rate per 
100,000 has dropped below 10 in the Kenai Peninsula Borough. This has been consistent for two+ weeks.  The 
rates this week are above and below 5 dependent on the number of cases reported. 
 
SPH LTC has not had a COVID+ healthcare worker for several weeks; the last positive was mid-December.  This 
person is considered ancillary and not a member of the LTC team and was not someone who cared for 
residents.  Presently, and thanks to the support of caring and knowledgeable families, all of our Residents have 
had two doses of the Pfizer vaccine.  We are still collecting the data on the percentage of staff who have had 
their vaccines, but most of the leadership team in LTC have all been vaccinated. 
 
Regarding COVID testing, per State Epidemiology and our Medical Director, we stopped routine testing of 
residents several weeks ago.  Weekly COVID-testing of all healthcare workers and ancillary staff serving LTC 
continues.   
 
What we are most proud of; no resident here has ever had COVID.  We attribute this to due diligence 
clinically and outstanding infection prevention practices. 
 
What these lower case rates in the KPB mean to us is that we can move into Phase II of visitation.   As such, we 
plan to begin this new phase Monday, February 22nd.  Please call the LTC Nurses Station 907.235.0233 to 
schedule a time to visit with your loved resident.  We only have one room in the LTC facility that we can use 
for visitation and it must be sanitized between visits.  Below is what we will ask you to comply with: 
 

 Call us in advance and schedule, Monday through Sunday hours 10 AM to 5 PM 

 Limit the frequency of your visits (once or twice a week) and the time spent (1-1.5 hours)  

 Limit the number of family to no more than two persons 10 years of age or greater 

 Come to the Hospital Rehab door (parking available) to announce yourself 

 Call us when you arrive at your appointment time – we must meet you downstairs and complete a brief health 
screen with you – Please wash your hands in the downstairs bathroom 

 You will be asked to wear a gown over your clothing and a procedure mask. Masks covering the nose and mouth 
are mandatory and we ask that you abide by any infection prevention practices we ask while you are visiting 

 We will ask you to tell us if you have been COVID and/or Flu-vaccinated 

 
Respectfully,  

 
Barbara L. Bigelow, LTC Administrator 
907.821.1990 
 
c:  Cathy Myers, MSN, RN-BC; Director of Nursing (907.235.0230) 
     SPH Public Website   
Modes of Communication for this publication:  SPH website and email 
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