
 

South Peninsula Hospital 
Long Term Care 

4300 Bartlett Street 
Homer, AK 99603 

Long Term Care                                                                                                            (907) 235-0233                                                                                                                        

                                 
Dear Resident, Family Member, and/or Legal Representatives:    June 4, 2021 
 
During May, and in accordance with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) updated guidance, 
the State of Alaska relaxed some of its restrictions in nursing homes and other congregate facilities.   A 
significant change for South Peninsula Hospital’s LTC: 
 
1.  Staff who are vaccinated do not have to be routinely tested for COVID-19. 
2.  Staff who are not vaccinated will continue to be routinely tested, based on geographical positivity rates, in 
accord with an established schedule. 
 
This testing criteria applies equally to direct healthcare workers in the LTC facility, as well as ancillary staff who 
provide any type of service in LTC.  And of course, any staff member who demonstrates symptoms of viral 
illness will be tested and quarantine until cleared.   We are also required to report vaccination data to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 
All members of the LTC leadership team have been vaccinated.  All of our residents are fully vaccinated.  
Current data shows 51% of our healthcare workers in LTC have been vaccinated, and we expect that number to 
go up over the next several weeks.  We continue to encourage and provide education to our teams around 
vaccination and its benefit and most importantly, that it protects our vulnerable nursing home residents. 
 
Through the pandemic and to date, no resident at SPH LTC has ever had COVID-19.  This has not been the 
case for many facilities in Alaska. We attribute this to a rigorous clinical program and outstanding infection 
prevention practices.   
 
Regarding visits, we remain at limited visitation.  We ask that you will: 
 

· Call us in advance and schedule your visit 
· Be prepared to discuss visitation limits, in an effort to accommodate visits for all of our residents 
· Come to the Hospital Rehab door (parking available) to announce yourself 
· Call us when you arrive at your visit time. We must meet you downstairs and complete a brief health screen 
· You will be asked to perform hand hygiene, log in and out, and wear a procedure mask  
· Masks covering the nose and mouth are mandatory and we ask that you abide by infection prevention 

practices while you are visiting 
 
Respectfully,  

 
Barbara L. Bigelow, LTC Administrator 
907.821.1990 
 
c:  Rachael Kincaid, DNP, Interim Director of Nursing (907.235.0230) 
     Teresa Johnson, MD, Medical Director 
     SPH Public Website   
Modes of Communication for this publication:  SPH website and email 
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