
 

South Peninsula Hospital 
Long Term Care 

4300 Bartlett Street 
Homer, AK 99603 

Long Term Care                                                                                                            (907) 235-0233                                                                                                                        

                                 

Dear Resident, Family Member, and/or Legal Representatives:    July 27, 2021 
 
Just one week ago, we wrote to inform you (reference letter dated 7-18-21) of a LTC employee who 
tested positive for COVID.   Yesterday, we were informed by Employee Health that another employee 
has tested positive for COVID, bringing our number to two positive staff.  Although this is not a high 
number, our regulations consider one or more persons (whether staff or resident) to be an 
“outbreak.”  
 
Rachael Kincaid, DNP, Director of Nursing continues to work with State of Alaska, Department of 
Epidemiology; with the expert physician assigned to us who helps guide practice and protocol during 
an outbreak.    
 
Due to our resident’s repeated exposure we are required to restrict visitation until their quarantine 
period (about two weeks) has been completed.  Exceptions for compassionate care situations can be 
accommodated. 
 
Our immediate plan:  effective now, all LTC residents and all staff will be tested for COVID on a weekly 
basis and may be more frequent as may be needed.  This includes everyone regardless of COVID 
vaccination status.   And, we continue to work with LTC Infection Prevention and the State.   
 
Please be aware that both in Alaska and nationally, we are clearly in another very serious COVID 
outbreak that has proven to be as virulent as the prior and worse in many regards.  Hospitals across 
the State are experiencing a strong influx of COVID+ patients with inpatient and emergency 
departments at greater than ideal capacity.  The COVID positivity rates on the Kenai Peninsula 
Borough are higher than they have ever been throughout the declared pandemic.  And, today the 
CDC recommended that we all begin wearing masks in public places again, regardless of vaccination 
status. 
 
We will keep you informed as we move through the next several days.  Thank you for your 
consideration and observance of our plans to keep everyone safe.  You may direct questions to 
Rachael Kincaid or Dr. Johnson by calling our main number (as below).   
 
Be well, stay safe, with gratitude for our families;  

 
Barbara L. Bigelow, LTC Administrator 
907.821.1990 
 
c:  Rachael Kincaid, DNP, Director of Nursing (907.235.0230) 
     Teresa Johnson, MD, Medical Director (907.235.0230) 
     SPH Public Website   
     Modes of Communication for this publication:  SPH website and email 



Page 2 of 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


